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The Young Women in Harmony program reaches out to young women 
through the American musical art form of barbershop harmony. Its goal 

is to provide educational and performance opportunities and to offer    
music educators a means of including the study and performance of    

barbershop harmony in school music programs. 
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THE FOURCE NZ Q UARTET is an exciting young 

quartet from Aotea College High School in 

Porirua, Wellington, New Zealand. The quartet is 

made up of Knoxana Leasi (Tenor), Olivia Samuel 

(Lead), Theodora Esera (Baritone), and Georgina 

Peniamina (Bass). They are the 2009, 2010 and 

2011 New Zealand National Women's High 

School Barbershop Quartet champions, placed 

second in last yearõs Rising Star Quartet Contest 

in Seattle, Wash., and won the top prize in this 

yearõs Rising Star Quartet Contest in Houston, 

Texas.  

 

THE FOURCE comes from a hotbed of youth bar-

bershop ñ New Zealand has the world's largest 

high school barbershop contest, and the commu-

nity where the girls live has produced many of its 

top youth barbershop groups. The most famous of 

these is the MUSICAL ISLAND BOYS, who have been 

very helpful to THE FOURCE NZ, including hosting 

a concert to help them raise funds to travel to 

Houston this year. 

 

The quartet members are all New Zealand-born 

Samoan; Olivia also has Cook Islands ancestry. The 

island roots come to the fore in their singing ñ

most of them have grown up in Pacific Island 

churches where harmonizing is a big part of the 

church life. They are also leaders in their 

schoolõs song and dance group. 

All four young women are currently Chapter-at-Large 

members of Sweet  Adelines Internationalõs Region 35 and 

placed seventh in this yearõs regional quartet contest.  The 

girls are section leaders of ACBC, Aotea College's 80-

voice YWIH barbershop chorus which is the current high 

school national champion.   

 

THE FOURCE came together almost four years ago. They 

got the quartet òbugó from seeing their older siblings in 

action ñ Knoxana, Olivia and Theodora all have older 

siblings who have been in leading schools quartets. Theo-

dora sings with her brother and two sisters in a wonderful 

family quartet, FIFTH MELODY.  

 

The quartet's main coach is David Brooks, Master Direc-

tor of Wellington City Chorus, who teaches at Aotea Col-

lege. Their manager is Marilyn Baigent, head of music at 

Aotea. Visiting coaches they've worked with recently in-

clude Lynne Smith, Jo Kraut, Darlene Rogers; before last 

year's contest in Seattle they had sessions with Judy 

Poszgay and Sandy Marron. 

THE  FOURCE  NZ Quartet ñ  

2012 Rising Star Quartet Champion  

And Winners of the  òStars to Watchó Award 
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Knoxana Leasi, Olivia Samuel, Theodora Esera, and 

Georgina Peniamina 
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THE FOURCE, from left to right: Olivia Samuel,  

Georgina Peniamina, Knoxana Leasi, and    

Theodora Esera. 



Click this icon to become a  

Fan of the Young Women in Harmony  

Program on Facebook! 

Their biggest claim to fame is being featured on a 

large  billboard saying òWelcome to Poriruaó on 

the highway near their hometown. 

 

During this yearõs Rising Star Quartet Contest 

they earned 383 of 400 possible points with their 

performance My Baby Just Cares For Me and All The 

Way and for the second year in a row brought 

home the òStars to Watchó award.  

 

This award was established in 2010 to recognize 

the top-scoring Rising Star quartet whose average 

age is 16 or younger.   

 

For more information about THE FOURCE NZ visit 

them  on Facebook . 
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SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!   

Rising Star Rising Star Rising Star    

Quartet Contest Quartet Contest Quartet Contest    
Saturday,  November 3, 2012Saturday,  November 3, 2012Saturday,  November 3, 2012   

Denver, Colo., USADenver, Colo., USADenver, Colo., USA   
 

For more information: http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/risingstar.cfm  
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They perform throughout their community frequently, in-

cluding appearances on New Zealand national TV, at the US 

Embassy, public events, fundraisers and their most   favorite 

of all ñ performing national anthems at an international 

youth basketball tournament where they also got to meet 

the teams. 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/pages/Young-Women-in-Harmony/166517443756?ref=mf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162511203764176/
http://www.youngwomeninharmony.com/
http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/risingstar.cfm
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By Lynnell Diamond, music arrangements coordinator, Chapter-at-Large, Region 9 

 

We have exciting news for our YWIH singers! Our Young Women in Harmony program is pleased to be add-
ing arrangements voiced specifically for advanced level singers. We now have five arrangements ready for pur-
chase and will be adding to this list on a regular basis. These are arrangements, already published for adult 
Sweet Adelines, have been revoiced for YWIH in our traditional tenor/lead/baritone/bass (TLBB) format and 
also in first soprano/second soprano/first alto/second alto (SSAA) format. We are also working to convert ex-
isting YWIH published music arrangements into the SSAA format which should better enable more music edu-
cators to use our music in their classrooms and for standardized state choral competitions. 
 
Charleston, arranged by CMA Linda Masterson, is voiced in the key of A-flat. It is rated medium/difficult, and 

voice ranges are tenor, AðA-flat; lead, EðE-flat; baritone, E-flatðA-flat. 

 
Iõm Beginning To See The Light, arranged by CMA Linda Masterson, is voiced in the key of A-flat. It is rated 
medium/difficult, and voice ranges are tenor, AðA-flat; lead, EðE-flat; baritone, E-flatðA-flat. 
 
Moonlight Serenade, arranged by Carolyn Healey, is voiced in A-flat and rated medium. Voice ranges are 
tenor, A-flatðA flat; lead, E-flatðF; baritone, DðA-flat; bass, A-flatðA- flat. 
 
Razzle Dazzle, arranged by CMA Jo Lund, is voiced in the key of G and rated easy. Voice ranges are tenor, Bð
A-flat; lead, DðF; baritone, DðC; bass, GðF. 
 
Time After Time, arranged by CMA June Berg, is in the key of C and is rated medium. Voice ranges are tenor, 
G sharpðG; lead, CðE; baritone, CðC; bass, GðF. 
 
Sweet Adelines International is proud of the excellent arrangements we publish, and of our many very talented 

arrangers. If you have an arrangement you would like to submit for publication, please send it to the music ser-

vices department at headquarters. Arrangements are reviewed by our Sales/Marketability Committee and by 

the music arrangements coordinator to determine whether they meet our publication standards. You do not 

need to be a member of the International Music Arrangers Program to submit arrangements for publication. 

We offer generous compensation for our published arrangements. 

 

To purchase these and/or other YWIH arrangements, please contact International Sales: 

sales@sweetadelineintl.org  or 1-877-545-5441. 

Exciting News About YWIH Arrangements:  

SSAA Formatted Arrangements and New 

Advanced Level Music for YWIH Singers  
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As of August 15, 2011, MENC, formerly called the Music Educators National Conference, has officially changed 

its name to NAfME ñ National Association for Music Education. They have been using MENC ñ National As-

sociation for Music Education for some time but officially transitioned to the new acronym, NAfME, in recent 

months.  

  

The transition to the new name/acronym was complete as of September 30, 2011. For more information about 

NAfME ñ National Association for Music Education, please visit their website: www.NAfME.org . 

M ENC is now NAfME ñ 

National Association for Music Education  

mailto:sales@sweetadelineintl.org?subject=YWIH%20Arrangements
http://www.nafme.org


Twelve members came together on Wednesday, October 19, 2011, at the convention headquarters hotel in 

Houston, Texas, for the third annual Regional Young Women in Harmony Coordinators Networking Breakfast.  

The breakfast attendees included the international YWIH Program Coordinator, the EDC Liaison to the YWIH 

Program Coordinators, Regional YWIH Coordinators and the Arrangements Coordinator. The group reviewed 

the new YWIH arrangements for advanced singers as well as those that have been converted to the SSAA for-

mat. 

 

Topics of interest included reaching college-aged singers, continuing to expand the YWIH song catalog and pro-

moting the YWIH program at the chapter level.  These items are all currently under development by the Young 

Women in Harmony Program Coordinators and they will be discussing these as well as various ways to improve 

and expand the YWIH program during their conference call on November 29, 2011. 

Regional YWIH Coordinators  

Networking Breakfast in Houston  
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A new program to assist Sweet Adelines Choruses with starting a youth chorus in their community is set to 

launch in 2012. The YWIH Chorus Pilot Program, developed by the YWIH Program Coordinators, was enthusi-

astically approved by the Education Direction Committee in August 2011. Applications for Sweet Adelines Cho-

ruses that wish to participate in the YWIH Chorus Pilot Program will be available in early 2012. 

 

Criteria for Participation:  

The chorus understands that The YWIH Chorus Pilot Program is to be used as a means to promote 

the art of barbershop to youth in their community and not to be used as a membership recruitment 

tool. However, if participants or their parents, family members, etc. enjoy the pilot chorus and in-

quire about becoming members of the organization, it is appropriate to provide them with member-

ship information.  

 

The chorus commits to being in contact with the YWIHPC via the Education Department at Interna-

tional Headquarters. We ask that all choruses that participate in the Pilot Program document their 

process of creating a youth chorus, provide feedback as to what was successful and areas that need 

improvement, and send in participant feedback. An evaluation form will be provided to each chorus 

approved for participation in the pilot program. 

 
Choruses commit to offering a minimum rehearsal period of six weeks and will arrange for the 

YWIH chorus to have a performance opportunity at the end of the established rehearsal period. 

 
Choruses approved for the Pilot Program will receive up to 50 free copies each of two songs from 

the YWIH Song list as well as learning media. They will also receive complimentary YWIH promo-

tional materials to share with each youth chorus participant. 

 
Choruses should have a means for funding this project either via sponsorship (by the region, chorus, 

or local community resources), participation fees (which should be minimal and just to cover costs, 

not to profit), grants, etc. 

 

Choruses interested in participating in this exciting youth outreach program should notify  

the Education Department  at International Headquarters that they wish to receive an  

application to participate.  

YWIH Chorus Pilot Program to Launch in 2012  

http://www.youngwomeninharmony.com/
mailto:education@sweetadelineintl.org?subject=YWIH%20Chorus%20Pilot%20Program


Border Lakes, Region 2:  

Got Harmony Show and Camp a 

Success!  
 
By Carole Essenmacher, Got Harmony Camp and Show Marketing Chair, Region 2 

Once again area youth gathered in Davison, Mich. as 

the Border Lakes Region 2 of Sweet Adelines Interna-

tional held its Fourth Annual Got Harmony Day Camp 

and Benefit Show there. Talented young men and 

women from the ages of eight through 25 attended the 

vocal music camp at the Davison Senior Center. They 

spent the day learning four-part harmony, vocal pro-

duction, choreography and stage presentation as well 

as meeting new friends and enjoying a day of singing 

and music. Some students came from as far away To-

ronto, Ontario, and Grand Rapids, Mich. A group of 

16 students traveled all the way from Hale, Mich., with 

their sponsor group, the Sunshine Harmony Sweet 

Adelines Chorus. Seven of the students who came last 

year had such a great time that they came again and 

brought some of their friends.  

Song of the Lakes Sweet Adelines Chorus of Davison 

and the menõs Flint Arrowhead Chorus hosted the 

event. The faculty for the Got Harmony 

Day Camp included two outstanding 

quartets: The international award winning 

menõs quartet from Kentucky/Texas, THE 

FRANCHISE, who worked with the boys 

and the 2010/2011 Region 2 Sweet Adeli-

nes Champion quartet, OVERTURE, who 

acted as instructors for the girls.  

 

Diane Catellane and Anne Kotchman co-

directed the girls Got Harmony Day 

Camp chorus at the camp and benefit 

show. Diane is a Master Director and is 
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presently the director for the Shoreline Sound Cho-

rus of Royal Oak, Mich. Anne was the Assistant Di-

rector of Shoreline Sound Chorus and has been very 

active in working with the Young Women in Har-

mony Program, mentoring young women in the art of 

barbershop. Directing the young menõs chorus was 

Jay Hawkins, who sings bass with the THE FRANCHISE 

and also coaches young menõs vocal groups. 

 

The students filled out an evaluation at the end of the 

camp and all but just a few were extremely positive. 

Some of their comments include: òI liked this pro-

gram so much that I would like to come againó; òThe 

teaching was great!ó òYou guys rockó; òI thought it 

was going to be awesome and it was!ó; òI loved the 

songs and the teachersó; òIt was much more than I 

expectedó; òI loved everything.ó; òI loved this place 
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and it was the best.ó And the camp staff was equally im-

pressed with the singers and their outstanding talent. 

 

After spending the day rehearsing and fine-tuning the 

selected songs, the young menõs and womenõs choral 

ensembles took to the stage at the Davison High School 

Auditorium for the Got Harmony Benefit Show. The 

Got Harmony Camp choruses were joined on stage with 

an all-star cast of award winning quartets. After only one 

day to rehearse together, the  campõs choruses opened 

the show with a bang ñ delivering outstanding perform-

ances. The SINGING ANGELS, 2010 Region 2 Sweet Adeli-

nes Four Star Harmony Champion Quartet, from Grand 

Rapids, Mich., then took the stage and continued to wow 

the audience. The Menõs Senior International Champion 

Quartet, RESISTING A REST, was followed by DOUBLE 

DATE,  a mixed-voice quartet, OVERTURE QUARTET, Re-

gion 2 Quartet Champions, and THE FRANCHISE , Interna-

tional award winning quartet. Sylvia Karpinsky, Mas-

ter Director of the Great Lakes Chorus from Ster-

ling Heights, Mich., acted as emcee for the show. 

The combined camp choruses and all star quartets 

closed the show to a standing ovation. 

 

With all the cuts in the arts programs, these types of 

programs are vital to provide support for our youth 

and ensure a future for performing arts and barber-

shop harmony. Border Lakes Region 2 Sweet Adeli-

nes wish to thank all those individuals and businesses 

that donated monies and time to make this event an 

outstanding day including grants from the Young 

Singers Foundation and Barbershop Harmony Soci-

ety's Harmony Foundation. Thanks also go to all 

those who helped in hosting the activities, the award 

winning quartets, directors and instructors who do-

nated their time to make the camp and show a huge 

success. A big thank 

you goes to Joan 

and Jill Kienitz who 

served as co-chairs 

for the Got Har-

mony Program and 

the Region 2 Sweet 

Adelines Young 

Women in Harmony 

Program. In closing 

here is a quote from 

a student: ò I loved 

everything! Keep 

doing what you are 

doing!ó 

THE SINGING ANGELS 

OVERTURE 

http://www.youngwomeninharmony.com/
http://www.youngsingersfoundation.org/C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/alice/My%20Documents/2009%20Budget%20Worksheets
http://www.youngsingersfoundation.org/C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/alice/My%20Documents/2009%20Budget%20Worksheets


The International Music Camp , located at the In-

ternational Peace Gardens on the Canadian/US bor-

der, was the scene of the  2nd Annual Youth In Har-

mony Festival  held on October 1, 2011.  

  

There were 91 students: 75 girls and 16 boys ages 

12̀ 18 from both sides of the border. Male clinician, 

Mark Magness, and FALLCREEK QUARTET from Grand 

Forks, ND, taught the boys Under the Boardwalk.     

Female clinician, Judy Olson, along with her assistant, 

Wendy Hamilton, both from Minneapolis, Minn., and 

NSTYLE QUARTET from Winnipeg, Manitoba, taught the 

girls Rockin Robin³. The festival secured additional clini-

cians this year with eight of the 10  members of An-

tiphony, an a cappella ensemble from Winnipeg, Mani-

toba, composed of five young ladies and five young 

men ages 25 to 35. They added the touch of cool ¸ 

performing contemporary a cappella harmony. 

  

The morning was spent teaching barbershop to the 

boys³ and girls³ choruses. The afternoon session saw 

Antiphony teaching everyone present ¸ boys, girls, 
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teachers, volunteers and parents ¸  an a cappella, 

fivè part gospel song entitled People Get Ready which 

had been arranged by Scott Reimer, one of Antiph-

ony's members. The kids worked hard all day as they 

do not get any music or learning media beforehand 

and are taught their music on the spot. There was the 

afternoon dress rehearsal, a quick change into con-

cert attire for quartets and Antiphony and then the 

exciting concert finale for parents, teachers, bus driv-

ers, etc. The day ended with farewells and students 

snapping many photos of the singers from Antiphony 

and clinicians. This aspect was new this year and 

showed the real connection that was made between 

the young students and all of the clinicians.   

  

The festival accomplished what it had set out to do 

¸ get kids excited about singing harmony. Camp   

Director Tim Wollenzien and his staff were amazing 

hosts as always. The music camp's facilities are top 

notch. In addition to commencing plans for next 

year's festival, the music camp has also added barber-

shop  harmony to the regular summer programming 
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International Music Camp Hosts Second  

Annual Barbershop Harmony Festival  

By Anita Munn, Young Women in Harmony Co-coordinator, Region 6 

http://www.internationalmusiccamp.com/
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for youth!   

 

Thank you to everyone who       

attended and to those involved in 

making this magical, musical event 

happen for a wonderful bunch of 

young singers. 

As a womenõs choir director for grades 9ð12 and 

member of Talk of Tulsa Show Chorus, Region 25, I 

introduced barbershop harmony to my choirs several 

years ago. The girls enjoyed the challenge of blending 

the sound into one unit and were quickly hooked 

when they began to understand how to ring chords! 

Four years ago, I began a YWIH chorus at our Senior 

High School with auditioned juniors and seniors. The 

group has remained very popular with our students 

and quickly became a crowd favorite at concerts. This 

year, we added an additional YWIH chorus with our 

freshman and sophomore girls at our Intermediate 

High School. We currently have 38 young ladies en-

rolled in these two choruses which meet every day as 

part of their regular school schedule.  Last year, four freshman ladies formed a quartet ñ JUST 4U. 

The quartet has sung at several  community and school 

events. They auditioned and were selected to sing the Na-

tional Anthem at the Tulsa Drillerõs baseball game on July 16, 

2011, and again on August 21, 2011. Talk of Tulsa assistant 

director Patty Friedemann graciously came to our school 

and coached them in the musical nuances so necessary to 

achieve a true barbershop sound.  They are hoping to one 

day enter the Rising Star Quartet Competition. 

 

Talk of Tulsa Show Chorus has invited both groups to sing 

on their annual fundraising show. A portion of the proceeds 

from the show will be donated back to the schoolõs vocal 

music department to support the development of these two 

outstanding groups of young ladies. 

Young Women in Harmony Thriving at Union Public 

Schools in Tulsa, Okla.  

By Debbie Baker, Talk of Tulsa Chorus Member and Union Public Schools Music Teacher, Region 25 

JUST4U Quartet at the annual Tulsa Mid-Continent 

Kennel Club event (L to R): Melissa Starkweather, 

tenor; Jordan Burdick, baritone, Debbie Baker, 

director; Megan Thomas, lead; and Gabi Isaacs, 

bass. 
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INTERNATIONAL MUSIC CAMP CLINICIANS 

AND FACULTY FOPR THE SECOND AN-

NUAL YOUTH IN HARMONY FESTIVAL. 

http://www.youngwomeninharmony.com/

